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Thanks to our strong management team, CJLO 1690AM has had another flourishing 
year. One year into her position, Lisa Rupnik has brought her focus and longtime 
dedication to the station to her role as Station Manager and we are confident in 
what she will bring to the position in the years to come. We are also grateful for 
Cameron McIntyre’s ongoing commitment as Program Director and we were also 
pleased to welcome Aviva Majerczyk to the position of Head Music Director during 
2024. Having a strong team at the helm is more important than ever in the face of 
instability in the education and media sectors.

As we look toward the years ahead, we can anticipate the challenges we will likely face. 
With unsupportive government structures and societal pressures limiting access to 
higher education, all organizations that rely on student activity and support will face 
difficulties. These changes have already begun to significantly influence Concordia 
University and its students, and, in turn, our operations. We have no way of fully 
predicting how this will affect our future, financial or otherwise. However, the board 
continues to monitor changes within our community as well as wider societal shifts. 
As much as these changes can feel threatening, we are well positioned to move 
through them. This isn’t just in terms of finances and structure, but also because 
we recognize that what CJLO provides to Concordia students and to our wider 
community has value and vision beyond political, economic and social trends.

Careful fiscal management over our history, through the joint effort of CJLO’s 
station managers and board of directors, has allowed us to protect ourselves 
financially. Striking a healthy equilibrium between meeting the station’s needs and 
guaranteeing its future in uncertain times is always a delicate balancing act that will 
get harder in the future. Regardless, we continue to look at significant investments in 
the station and its infrastructure, while ensuring that these investments will pay long 
term dividends toward our daily operations and service to our communities. One 
such investment is a new website for the station. Honouring our independent online 
presence in a world where what was once free and open internet continues to be 
consolidated into unpredictable and divisive for-profit platforms is more important 
than ever. CJLO’s management has been working with the board on this project for 
many months, and while the development cycle will be long, we are confident that 
our approach will result in something of which we can all be proud.

Our status as an independent, not-for-profit, campus community broadcaster is a 
critical act of defiance in a world in which media ownership is a battleground for 
political and social control. The freedom to express oneself creatively is a threat to 
the uncritical and homogenizing influence of mainstream culture. As DJs, the songs 
you pick, the thoughts you share, and the shows you broadcast are love letters to 
the fundamental human drive for self-expression and creative joy. This is a privilege 
that I know you all take seriously, and one worth protecting at all costs.

I thank the board of directors for their ongoing commitment to this pursuit, and 
to CJLO’s management and staff for the hard work and enthusiasm that makes 
CJLO 1690AM such a vibrant, welcoming and generative hub for our student and 
community members. Most of all, I thank the membership as a whole. Every volunteer 
and DJ is part of something so much bigger than the amazing friendships and fun 
experiences we enjoy along the way. In contributing your passion and energy to a 
place where everyone is encouraged to share their authentic selves with the world, 
you are all part of an incredible creative project that turns a radio frequency into 
connection and community.

My thanks also to Mike Mathieu, our long time radio consultant. On behalf of all of 
CJLO 1690AM, we offer our sincerest condolences to his family and friends.
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We have a running gag in the office when a new volunteer enters the station. 
With a knowing wink we tell them “You know, once you join CJLO you 
can never leave.” These new volunteers are not yet aware of the depth of 
learning, personal growth, belonging and community that they’ll find at our 
station. Although it doesn’t take too long for them to find out. As students 
and community members begin to come in, meet people, volunteer, do their 
show, they soon start to find their place. With each of them bringing their 
own unique strengths, skills and personalities, which are truly the station’s 
most irreplaceable assets.  

As many of you know this is my first year as Station Manager at CJLO, that is 
after volunteering since 2018 and trying just about everything the station had 
to offer. Being in this position has taken my passion for CJLO to a whole new 
level, and so far I have been having a thrilling ride balancing the challenges 
and successes of my first year. It would be impossible to have accomplished 
all that we have in 2024 without the support of our excellent board of 
directors, the tireless dedication of the staff and the incomparable energy of 
our volunteers. 

First, let’s shed the spotlight on our in house superhero Cameron McIntyre. 
Our main face with the DJs, Cameron is in his second year as Program Director 
and has already achieved so much. From stacking up our schedule from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., to balancing the influx of new students, to leading the ever 
growing news team, Cameron is the ideal Program Director. 

Next is the addition of our new Head Music Director Aviva Majerczyk. A 
longtime dedicated volunteer and host of the trend setting show The Alley, 
CJLO could not find a person better suited for this role. Not even a year in the 
position, Aviva has proven that she has great vision, work ethic and is a key 
player in the direction of CJLO. It would not be the same without her. 

And of course we couldn’t forget our loyal and ridiculously talented Production 
Director Zack Bruce with us for his fifth consecutive year in the position. We 
can’t take for granted the high quality level of our production output from live 
sessions, mixtapes and more. Thank you Zack!

Those are the efforts of just three people but we all know that CJLO is run on 
the passion and dedication of our volunteer base, students and community 
members! Sitting comfortably at 90 DJs for a grand total of over 120 volunteers 
the team is so happy to see our membership grow substantially over the 
course of 2024. If you’re reading this and you want to get more involved, 
reach out!

With every single member’s efforts CJLO was able to achieve new feats all of 
last year. We broke records raising $13,000 for our funding drive. We were 
the recipients of two grants from the Community Radio Fund of Canada. 
From an already strong 2024, we headed into 2025 with a sold out 25th 
Anniversary concert. What a great time to be a member!  

The team is energetic and so excited for all the great things to come. In fact 
we can hardly go a day without a new idea or project being discussed in the 
office. I feel incredibly fortunate to have the opportunity to lead this group 
and wholeheartedly dedicate myself to making CJLO the best place it can be. 
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The Concordia Student Broadcasting Corporation finished the 2023-2024 
financial year with a modest surplus mainly due to a mistake by the university 
that resulted in a compensation of close to $30K. The financial reserve is in 
line with our long-term financial policy. Our ratio of reserve/year of operating 
budget increased from 1.64 to 1.67 year of our operating budget, above our 
minimum target of one (1) year. 

The 2024-2025 financial year should see the end of the surplus years because 
of the decrease in student enrolment at the university as a consequence of 
the massive cuts by the Legault government. This decrease will also be more 
strongly felt in 2025-2026 where it will be a challenge to break even to keep 
our operations the same with the current level of inflation. The reserve we 
have built will be quite helpful. 

We are also working on renewing our transmitter space to extend our lease 
from 2025 to 2030. 

Finally I wanted to report the sad news of the passing of our longtime 
consultant Michel Mathieu. Mike passed away on February 20, 2025. He has 
been part of CJLO for over 35 years and has been instrumental in CJLO 
getting on the air with a CRTC license and making our station what it is today. 
May he rest in peace and find the radio station in the afterlife, wherever it is. 

I want to thank the whole CJLO community for making a continued success 
of our radio station. It is team work and team success.
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